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I
t should have been the scariest Hal-
loween ever.

But it wasn’t.
A month-and-a-half earlier, on

Sept. 11, 2001, the boogeymen from
our nightmares came to life and at-
tacked us. Nineteen Islamic ex-

tremists hijacked four commercial air-
liners. Over 3,000 people were killed.

And for a time, everything stopped.
Everything.
As the days and weeks passed, how-

ever, we stubbornly, even aggressively,
got back to our routines. Major League
Baseball resumed play. And by the end
of October, the Arizona Diamondbacks
and the New York Yankees were in the
World Series.

Arizona won the first two games at
home. New York won the third game in
New York. 

The fourth game was played in Yan-
kee Stadium on Oct. 31 — Halloween.

There was talk in those days about
canceling Halloween, as if we should
not take the chance of sending our chil-
dren into the night. But we did.

Shortly after dusk I went out with
my son and his friend Travis. I had a
portable radio to listen to the ballgame,
but no earphones. So I adjusted the vol-
ume to a level I could hear but wouldn’t
intrude on the revelry of others.

There were lots of trick-or-treaters
out. We’d gone only a few blocks when a
man I didn’t know, along with his cos-
tumed child, approached me and asked,
“Is that the game on the radio?”

I told him it was.
“Can I walk with you for a while?”
“Sure,” I said.
By the time the Yankees took a 1-0

lead there were three or four fathers
crowded around the transistor. An in-
ning later, when the Diamondbacks
tied the score with a Mark Grace home
run, there must have been eight or 10.
The radio was now on full volume. 

None of us kept tabs on our growing
pack of super heroes, witches, Harry
Potters, princesses and pirates as they
descended on each house like a swarm
of locusts.

The night felt... normal.
The Diamondbacks would lose that

evening’s game on a walk-off home run
by Derek Jeter in the bottom of the
10th. We all were at home by then and,
even in a loss, happy.

During the middle innings, as our
gaggle of dads strolled down the mid-
dle of the street with the ballgame blar-
ing, we saw coming toward us a family
of three wearing homemade costumes
from a popular cartoon show. 

The child was a purple star fish. The
mom was a squid. And the dad, a tall
man, was SpongeBob SquarePants. His
big square torso was fashioned from
cardboard and painted yellow. He wore
brown shorts, bright yellow stockings
and black business shoes.

He approached our group like a con-
demned man headed to the gas cham-
ber. No one spoke. The only voices were
those of the radio broadcasters.

It stayed that way until the colorful
family was well down the block, when
one of the dads broke the silence, say-
ing with earnest, reflective admiration:
“That was a damn fine sponge.”

And it was.
It truly was.

The dreaded 2001
Halloween turned
into one of best

At least nine police officers in Arizo-
na have been killed in high-speed chases
since 1980, which is much higher than
the number previously reported by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, a USA
TODAY analysis published Tuesday
concluded.

Federal data previously reported that
only one police officer died in a high-
speed chase, according to an analysis
done by USA TODAY in July. However, a
new analysis of the U.S. Transportation
Department’s database of fatal vehicle
crashes and records of officer deaths
maintained by two private police-memo-
rial groups found that the number is
much higher. 

The database counted that at least
371police officers were killed national-
ly in crashes from 1980 through 2014,
compared with only 24 deaths counted
by the FBI, according to USA TODAY.
That means there are 15 times the num-
ber of chase-related deaths than the
FBI counts, which would make police 

Analysis: FBI undercounted Ariz.
police deaths in high-speed chases
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See POLICE DEATHS, Page 11A

Nearly every Valley community re-
ceived at least a little rain Thursday.

Some residents woke to light showers,
and some were treated to a light show af-
ter dark. In between were several
rounds of precipitation, with gentle rain
giving way to strong storms in the after-
noon that dissipated in the evening. 

The National Weather Service in
Phoenix issued three severe thunder-
storm warnings Thursday afternoon as
bands of strong storms developed to the
south and west of the Phoenix area.

There were reports of downed power
lines near Apache Junction which left a
handful of homes without power. Thun-
derstorms hit Apache Junction, Buck-
eye, and Litchfield Park early in the af-
ternoon but dissipated Thursday night.

During the strongest storms, a Mar-
icopa County Flood Control District
rain gauge near 116th Avenue and the
Gila River had recorded the most rain-
fall in the area with .63 inches. 

A passing cold front caused the del-
uge. The sporadic showers are expect-
ed to leave highs for the Valley in the
upper 70s today. There’s a 20 percent
chance of rain this morning, but the
showers should taper off by 11 a.m.
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Lightning streaks across the sky in Ahwatukee Foothills on Thursday. Bands of strong storms developed to the south and west of the Valley.

Thunderstorms put on a show
and drench the Phoenix area
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The approach of Hurricane Patricia
drove many residents and tourists away
from the storm, but one group of season-
al visitors was flying directly into its
path: the continent’s flock of monarch
butterflies, which migrates to Mexico
each fall.

October marks the insects’ annual ap-
proach through the country, which
would have sent them across the record-

setting storm’s route last week.
But those butterflies shifted their

flight east, away from the hurricane’s
path, according to the Mexican national
agency tasked with tracking them.

The butterflies “changed their route
from west to east and have taken refuge
in the ravines” of the country’s eastern
mountain range, the Sierra Madre Orien-
tal, the National Commission of Natural
Protected Areas (CONANP) reported.

CONANP

Monarch butterflies migrating to Mexico
were flying directly in the path of Hurricane
Patricia. Then they changed their route. 

Hurricane Patricia vs. the butterflies
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chases the fifth-leading cause of police
deaths.

According to the new database, the
nine police officers killed in Arizona in
high-speed crashes since 1980 were:

» Christopher Russell Marano, 28, Ar-
izona Department of Public Safety, on
Dec. 17, 2009.

» Bruce A. Petersen, 30, Arizona De-
partment of Public Safety, on Oct. 20,
1987.

» Luis Alberto Aguilar, 31, Border Pa-
trol, on Nov. 19, 2008.

» Richard C. White, 41, Colorado City
Police Department, on Jan. 14, 1987.

» Patrick Lee Campbell, 34, Glendale
Police Department, on Sept. 22, 1985.

» Edwardo M. Gonzales, 32, Maricopa
County Sheriff’s Office, on Aug. 28, 1995.

» Steven Garibay, 33, Mohave County
Sheriff’s Office, on Feb. 10, 1987.

» Patrick O. Briggs, 27, Phoenix Po-
lice Department, on June 20, 1990.

» Kenneth E. Campbell, 28, Phoenix
Police Department, on Jan. 29, 1984. 

The FBI did not dispute USA TO-
DAY’s findings and said it started taking
steps in 2010 to improve its count of offi-
cers killed in police pursuits, according
to the article. The agency has yet to pub-
lish new information.

The inaccurate count stems from the
FBI’s decision to label almost all cases of
police killed in chases as “automobile ac-
cidents,” according to the article. That
means officers killed in high-speed
chases were typically placed in the same
category as officers killed in vehicles
during routine patrols.

The FBI only says an officer died in
“engaging vehicle pursuit” if the fleeing
driver directly causes an officer’s death,
usually by ramming a police car or forc-
ing it off the road, according to the arti-
cle. Most of the officers killed in pursuits
lost control of their car or motorcycle

with no direct involvement of the fleeing
suspect.

Police aren’t the only ones at risk in
chases, as the July analysis indicated
that innocent bystanders and passen-
gers in fleeing cars make up about half of
the roughly 11,500 people killed in high-
speed chases, according to USA TODAY.

In Arizona, more than one in five peo-
ple killed in police pursuits between 1979
and 2013 were innocent bystanders, ac-
cording to the database. Arizona had 354
people killed in police chases, which was
about 3 percent of deaths nationally.

Pedestrians and people in bystander
vehicles accounted for about 22 percent
of deaths in Arizona, which was about a
point higher than the national percent-
age, data show. Passengers in fleeing ve-
hicles accounted for 34 percent of those
deaths, 12 points higher than the national
percentage.

The numbers did not include four
television journalists who died in 2007
when their two news helicopters collided
just north of downtown Phoenix while
covering a police chase.

In Arizona, police departments allow
officers to make on-the-spot judgments
about whether to chase based on their
perception of a driver’s danger to the
public. Officers continue to violate pur-
suit policies concerning when to avoid or
stop a chase, police records indicate.
And federally funded high-tech systems
that could prevent chases, such as vehi-
cle tracking devices, are undeveloped or
rarely used because of high costs.

The Phoenix Police Department’s cur-
rent policy on pursuits was developed
about 15 years ago and is reflective of an
officer’s primary responsibility of pro-
tecting life and property, Sgt. Vince Lew-
is, a department spokesman, told The Ar-
izona Republic in July.

“The decision to pursue has to do with
what (police) know about the person
who’s fleeing. ... We pursue violent fel-
ons.”

Reporters Matt Casey and Jim Walsh,
along with USA TODAY reporter Thom-
as Frank contributed to this article.

Police deaths
Continued from Page 3A

A prosecutor has cast doubt on an ali-
bi offered by a man charged in some of
the freeway shootings that put drivers in
metro Phoenix on edge nearly two
months ago.

Leslie Merritt Jr. has asked to be re-
leased from jail based on phone records
and family interviews that his lawyers
say prove he wasn’t near the crime
scenes. They say Merritt’s fiancee will
testify that he was at their Glendale
home when the shootings occurred.

But prosecutor Edward Leiter said in
a court filing Wednesday that the fiancee
told police that she wasn’t sure about
Merritt’s whereabouts on the day in
question. Leiter urged a judge to keep his
bail at $1 million, arguing there’s no reli-
able evidence to justify changing his
bond.

Authorities say they used ballistic
tests to tie the 21-year-old to four of the 11

shootings that occurred on metro Phoe-
nix’s freeways between Aug. 22 and
Sept. 10. The investigation into the other
shootings remains open.

No one was seriously injured after
eight cars were hit with bullets and three
were struck with projectiles such as BBs
or pellets, mostly along Interstate 10.
The only injury was to a 13-year-old girl
whose ear was cut by glass.

The prosecutor said the shootings
were committed against strangers with
no obvious motive other than to create
fear among motorists. “Firing bullets
into four moving vehicles shows a pro-
found and conscious disregard for the
community’s safety and poses a great
danger to the community-at-large,” Lei-
ter wrote.

Merritt attorney Jason Lamm and
Jerry Cobb, spokesman for the Maricopa
County Attorney’s Office, which is pros-
ecuting the case, said a gag order pre-
vents them from commenting publicly
on the case.

Prosecutor casts doubt on alibi for
suspect in Valley freeway shootings
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  Sheets

 Pet accessories

 Accent rugs

Luggage

 Career tops

  Career separates & 
collections

 Dresses

 Sweaters

  Faux leather jackets & vests

   Ribbed v-neck 
sweaters

 

 Leggings

  Famous designer 

watches

SPECIAL 
19.98
Quilted vests
was 24.98
-29.99
compare at 
$48-$79

Selection 
varies by store

SPECIAL
34.98
Avette
Variegated 
ribbed 
cardigan
was 49.98
compare 
at $124

SPECIAL
40% OFF
Cordovan 
& Grey
Dress pants
& blazers
now 29.98
to 59.98
was 49.99
-99.99
compare at 
$80 & up

SPECIAL
14.98
Geoffrey Beene Dress shirts
was 24.99  compare at $55

SPECIAL
50% OFF
Fashion
handbags
now 17.48
was 34.99
compare 
at $65 SPECIAL

12.98
Ladies 2PC & 3PC 
pajama sets
was 19.98
compare at $40-$48

SPECIAL
50% OFF
Quilts
now 19.98 to 44.98
was 39.99-89.99
compare at $89-$129

SPECIAL 
5.98 Bath
Chubby towels  
now 2.98 to 5.98
was 3.99-7.99 
compare at $6-$13

SPECIAL 
19.98
Oster Granger
14PC knife 
block set
was 29.99 
compare at $50

Denim

Long sleeve knit  & 

woven shirts

Active pants & 

jackets
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